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Dedicated  to  the  unrecognized  saints  -  neigtibors, 
friends,  ioved  ones  -  who  move  quietly  in  our  midst,  day  by  day. 


Father  Patrick  Gavlgan  celebrated  his  first  Mass  as  pastor  of  SL 
John's  on  Dec.  4,  1985  -  succeeding  Father  Guy  E  Morse,  who  concluded 
his  pastorate  here  the  previous  day.  Father  Gavlgan  had  been  pastor  of 
Immaculate  Heart  of  Mary  Church,  High  Point,  that  post  now  assumed  by 
Father  Morse.  St.  John's  new  pastor  was  born  in  Dodgeville,  Wis.,  and 
grew  up  In  Racine.  He  entered  the  Cistercian  (Trapplst)  Order  in  1947  at 
Our  Lady  of  the  Holy  Spirit  Abbey,  Conyers,  Ga.  In  1969  he  left  the  Order 
to  serve  parishes  at  Norrls  and  Memphis,  Tenn.,  transferring  to  the 
Charlotte  Diocese  in  1972.  Before  his  service  at  High  Point,  1980-1985, 
he  had  been  assistant  pastor  at  Our  Lady  of  Grace  Church  in  Greensboro 
then.  In  turn,  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church  in  Shelby,  and  Sacred  Heart, 
Brevard. 


Anniversary  Greetings 
From  The  Pastor 


As  time  brings  us  to  our  75th  year,  we  review  with  gratitude  and 
respect  the  courage  and  dedication  of  our  strnggling  forebears.  For 
decades,  St.  John's  numbered  less  than  12  persons.  This  parish 
was  among  the  smallest  of  the  small  and  poorest  of  the  poor. 
Through  most  of  our  eariy  years  we  were  just  a  mission  station;  no 
resident  pastor,  at  times  no  Sunday  Mass.  An  entire  year's  offertory 
netted  less  than  $100.  The  church  was  bereft  of  many  things  that 
today  we  would  take  for  granted.  For  some  time  the  old  church  had 
no  carpeting  -  and  no  water.  Yet,  the  Catholic  presence  here 
remained  steadfast. 

In  this  year  of  1986  we  can  proudly  say  that,  by  God's  grace,  St. 
John's  is  a  bright  star  in  the  Appalachian  heavens.  We  are  firmly 
established,  organized  for  the  tasks  before  us,  debt-free,  and 
growing  in  numbers  -  also  reaching  out  to  succor  the  needy  around 
us. 

Surely  our  greatest  debt  of  gratitude  stretches  back  to  the  early 
Benedictine  fathers  of  Belmont  Abbey  who,  by  their  zeal  and 
sacrifice,  planted  the  seed  of  faith  in  these  rTX}untain  valleys.  Under 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Universal  Church  has  survived  here 
and  is  gaining  strength  and  regard.  Because  it  is  His  wori<,  so  mgch 
more  than  ours,  the  church  will  carry  on.  We  are  honored  to  be 
numt^ered  among  His  ranks.  We  have  a  heritage  to  be  proud  of, 
and  to  emulate.  Let  us  be  about  It! 


The  Original  Church 

St.  John's,  celebrating  its  75th  anniversary,  nnay  be  compared  to  a 
tree  springing  up  from  the  smallest  of  cracks  in  near-baren  rock. 

The  seed  of  faith  planted  here  so  long  ago  -  before  television, 
before  talking  inovies,  before  World  Wars  I  or  II  -  took  careful  nurturing 
indeed.  Local  Catholic  population  then  was  about  six  -  six  individuals, 
not  families.  There  were  fewer  Catholics  in  the  Carolinas  than  in  any 
other  populated  region  of  the  country. 

The  original  church  on  this  site  was  dedicated  October  22,  1911. 
The  cornerstone  sealed  into  the  belltower  is  the  only  known  piece  of 
the  frame  structure  remaining. 

St.  John's  was  the  first  church  built  in  a  new  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
west  of  Charlotte.  The  eight-county  area,  administered  by  Belmont 
Abbey,  was  not  actually  a  diocese  but  functioned  as  one.  In  an  unusual 
arrangement,  the  abbot,  Leo  Haid,  O.S.B.,  also  served  as  bishop.  St. 
John's  wa  s  under  the  care  of  the  Abbey's 
Benedictine  fathers  from  1911  to  1944. 


A  Mission  Parish 

This  was  a  mission  parish  until  it  was 
brought  into  the  Raleigh  Diocese  in  the  latter 
year.  Abbey  priests  would  come  to  Tryon  on 
Saturday  and  catch  the  noon  train  back  on 


"Parking?  That  was  no  problem.  We  had  loads  of  space ! " 


Sundays.  Only  one  Sunday  Mass  was  offered,  at  8  a.m.  Mass  also  was 
celebrated,  for  awfiile,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  (instead  of 
Sunday)  at  the  Broadway,  Tryon,  home  of  parishioners  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Leonard.  The  Leonards'  daughter,  Mrs.  Helen  Andrews,  is  a 
member  of  St.  John's  today.  Mass  at  the  Leonard  home  was  in  winter, 
to  avoid  healing  the  church  for  so  few. 

Money  to  buikJ  the  small  church  was  provided  largely  by  a 
Philadelphia  businessman,  Peter  Hallahan.  honoring  his  son,  John 
William,  who  had  ded  the  previous  year. 

Closely  associated  with  establishment  of  the  new  parish  were  Father 
Michael  Mclnemey,  O.S.B..  who  drew  pjans  for  the  church;  Father  Mark 
Cassidy.  O.S.B.,  in  charge  of  fund  raising,  and  the  Very  Rev.  Feix 

Hintemeyer,  O.S.B..  who  spent  the 
summer  of  1911  in  Tryon  supervising 
construction.  Father  Cassidy  was  to 
become  the  first  pastor  of  St.  John's, 
and  Father  Mclnemey.  the  fourth. 

The  Abbey  fathers  were  deighted 
with  cooperation  extended  them  by  the 
local  community.  'AH  along.' one  of  their 
reports  points  out.  "tfie  non-Cathofics, 
who  far  outnumber  the  Cathofics, 


The  Pastors  of  St  John's 

Fr.  Mark  CassMy,  O.S.B.  1911-13 

Fr.  Matthew  Thompson.  0.S.B  1913-15 

Fr.  James  Manley**  1915-24 

Fr.  Mtehael  Mdnamsy,  0.S.B   1924-29 

Fr.  Florlan  Checkhart,  O.S.B.   1929-44 

Fr.  VIncant  J.  Mahorwy   1944-47 

Fr.  Francis  Scheurteh   1947*55 

Fr.  Francis  J.  McCourt   1955-59 

Fr.  Robert  F.  Shea*   1959-60 

Fr.  Joseph  A.  Kerbi*    1960^ 

Msgr.  Peter  McNemey   1966-68 

Fr.  Vincent  Stokes   1968-73 

Msgr.  John  F.  Roueche*   1973-75 

Fr.  James  J.  Itoonan*   1975-82 

Fr.  Guy  E  Morse*   1982-85 

Fr.  Patrick  Gavigan   1985- 

'Former      paatora  surviving. 

**Th*  exact  beginning  data  of  Fr.  Manlay'a 
pastorata  iiaa  not  baen  ascartainad;  it  may 
liava  baan  aomewlMt  latar  ttian  1915. 


Fr.  Michael  Mclnemey,  O.S.B. 


manifested  a  nnst  kindly  interest  in 
Father  Felix  and  his  work,  exterKXng  courtesies  on  every  occasion. ' 

Because  Cathofics  were  so  few,  there  was  some  uncertainty  about  k)cating  a  parish 
here.  What  tipped  the  scales  was  Tryon's  favorable  cimate  -  and  the  promise  this  held  for 

"Does  anyone  know  whafs  inside  the  cornerstone?'*  


The  original  rectory,  1923-1967,  stood  on  what  Is  now  the 
upper  parking  lot  Only  the  front  steps  of  the  old  church 
remained  for  this  photo,  taken  after  the  church  burned  In  1959. 
For  three  years,  until  1962,  the  rectory  was  the  only  "Church"  the 
parish  had.  An  altar  was  set  up  In  the  sun  porch,  and  the 
congregation  gathered  In  the  living  room,  dining  room  and, 
sometimes,  in  the  hall  and  vestibule,  for  Sunday  Mass.  Such 
heavy  use  produced  a  wear  and  tear  from  which  the  wooden 
structure  never  fully  recovered.  It  was  taken  down  In  1967, 
when  the  present  rectory  (top  right)  was  purchased. 


attracting  "convalescents."  An  Abbey 
newsletter  observed  that  Tryon  7s  one  of  the 
most  delightful  and  healthful  spots  in  the 
United  States.  Favored  by  Nature  with  a  balmy 
climate...,  Tryon  is  an  ideal  resort  for  the 
convalescent."  Studies  also  pointed  to  a 
tourist  potential.  But  it  was  much  too  early,  in 
those  beginning  days,  to  foresee  the  far 
greater  potential  in  the  migration  of  retirees 
from  the  snowbelt. 

Basic  cost  of  the  brown,  gothic-style 
church  was  $2,225.  The  building  measured 
about  28  feet  across  the  front  by  about  40 
feet  long,  upon  a  stone  foundation.  The 
basement,  with  a  dirt  floor,  housed  a  coal 
furnace  but  had  no  othenvise  useable  space. 
A  belltower  rose  directly  above  the  entrance, 


"  There  were  so  few  of  us  -  just  so  very  few! " 
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'Air  condiSomg?  We  never  even  beard  of  itT 


only  Catholic  church  within  the  234  square  miles  of  Polk  County  (and  still  the  only  one)  was  well  attended.  A  High  Mass 
followed,  celebrated  by  Abbot-Bishop  Haid,  with  several  visiting  priests  assisting.  Seated  with  the  congregation  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hallahan.  Later  that  day,  Abbot  Haid,  the  visiting  priests  and  others  were  honored  guests  at  a  banquet  in  Oak  Hall 
Hotel,  located  where  Oak  Hall  condominiums  now  stand.  The  little  church  was  to  serve  for  almost  a  half  century.  But 
growth  was  so  meager  that,  for  most  of  those  years,  attendance  seldom  rose  above  12.  Throughout  its  history,  the  church 
never  had  occasion  to  call  upon  its  full  seating  capacity  of  75.  It  was  not  until  the  fall  of  1923  that  a  rectory  was  built  -  during 
the  pastorate  of  Father  James  Manley. 

Enthusiasm  Expressed  in  a  1923  Letter 

Father  Manley  was  enthusiastic  about  the  rectory  project,  about  refurbishing  of  the  church  and  grounds,  and  about 
the  future  of  the  Catholic  faith  in  Tryon.  He  expressed  some  of  this  enthusiasm  in  a  letter.  July  10,  1923,  to  Abbot 
Haid.T/yon  will  soon  be  on  the  map  when  It  comes  to  Catholicism....,''  he  wrote.  7/  is  the  talk  of  Tryon  what  we  are  doing. 
The  church  grounds  were  in  very  bad  shape,  and  as  for  the  building,  it  was  about  to  show  signs  of  neglect.  With  much 
hard  work  and  very  little  money.  Mr.  Coggey  (of  the  building  committee)  and  I  have  made  our  property  a  very  desirable 
spot.  A  stone  wall  with  its  fouiTdation  18  indies  below  the  grade  line,  so  that  it  will  never  be  disturbed  when  a  sidewalk  is 
built  on  our  side,  and  a  cement  walk  approaching  the  church  entrance,  were  the  first  things  on  the  improvement  list.  Quite 
a  lot  of  filling  had  to  be  done  to  make  a  lawn."  He  goes  on  to  say  that  he  and  Mr.  Coggey  prepared  the  ground,  before 
seeding  it,  by  planting  peas.  The  sidewalk  he  envisioned  has  yet  to  be  Ixjilt. 

The  church  has  been  cleaned  and  cleaned"  Father  Manley  continued,  "and  the  ladies  take  great  pride  in  decorating 
the  altar  with  flowers....  I  am  so  proud  of  the  building;  there  is  no  church  Ixjilding  in  Tryon  so  good  looking.  Mrs.  Powers... 
will  make  a  communion  cloth  for  the  railing.  Instead  of  anoilctoth,  a  carpet  will  cover  the  aisle  from  door  to  the  sanctuary. 
Pews  and  woodwork  will  be  touched  up  with  varnish.  Calcimine  will  be  placed  on  the  walls.  A  Protestant  gentleman  has 
offered  paint  for  the  exterior.  With  the  new  windows  placed,  we  can  proudly  invite  our  non-Catholic  friends  to  join  us." 

In  clearing  the  rear  of  the  church  site  for  the  rectory.  Father  Manley  informed  Abbot  Haid  that  many  trees  had  to  be 
cut,  but  that  this  would  provide  enough  fuel  "for  a  winter  or  two."  Plans  for  the  rectory  were  drawn  by  Father  Mclnerney. 
Abbey  architect,  who  had  designed  the  church  12  years  earlier.  Low  bid  for  lat)or  was  $950.  Father  Manley  himself 


'The  main  aisle  of  the  old  church  was  covered  with  an  oilcloth. " 


provided  the  materials  -  buying 
lumber  from  whomever  offered  the 
best  price.  He  purchased  the 
lumber  for  $30  a  thousand  board 
feet,  and  paid  $100  for  "the  best  oak 
flooring." 

The  rectory  -  which,  36  years 
later,  was  to  serve  unexpectedly  as 
both  rectory  and  church  -  was  a  two- 
story  wooden  building,  25  by  36 
feet,  over  a  full  basement.  It  was 
located  behind  the  church,  where 
the  upper  pari<ing  lot  is  now.  On  the 
first  floor  were  a  vestibule,  hall,  living 
room,  dining  rQom  and  dining 
alcove,  sun  parior  and  kitchen.  On 
the  second  floor  were  three 
bedrooms,  a  sleeping  porch  and  a 
bathroom. 

Total  cost  was  about  $3,700. 
Another  $300  went  for  furnishing 
and  "ground  improvements".  The 
heating  system,  from  St.  Lawrence 
Church,  Asheville,  cost  $25. 

From  the  time  Father  Manley  left 
in  1924,  to  about  the  time  that 


Interior  of  the  new  (the  present)  church  under  construction  in  1961  -  62. 


"The  heating  system  for  the  rectory  cost  $25. 


Father  Vincent  J.  Mahoney  became  pastor  in  1944,  the  rectory  was  occupied  principally  by  a  parish  family  or  a  caretaker. 
All  the  early  pastors  until  the  time  of  Father  Mahoney,  except  for  Father  Manley,  were  Benedictines  who  resided  at  the 
Abbey.  Father  Florian  Checkhart,  O.S.B.,  with  the  longest  pastorate  of  all  (1929-1944),  frequently  spent  his  weekends 
here  at  a  parishioner's  home.  As  an  honored  guest,  he  was  taken  on  Saturday  nights  to  a  nx)vie  at  the  local  theater. 
Nearly  always,  the  Saturday  night  film  was  a  western.  For  some  reason,  the  parishioner  assumed  Father  Checkhart  loved 
westerns  -  just  as  Father  Checkhart  assumed  the  parishioner  did.  Not  until  many  Saturday  nights  had  been  spent  this  way 
did  they  discover  that  neither  cared  for  westerns  at  all. 

The  old  rectory  was  occupied  by  St.  John's  pastors  continuously  from  1944  thorugh  1960.  Father  Joseph  A.  Kerin, 
who  became  pastor  in  the  latter  year,  also  had  duties  in  Asheville  -  as  principal  of  the  Asheville  Catholic  High  School.  He  is 
presently  chancellor  of  the  Charbtte  Diocese. 

Slow  Growth  in  Early  Years 

St.  John's  experienced  tediously  slow  growth  throughout  its  early  years.  Many  Sundays  saw  only  about  six 
worshippers  in  the  little  church.  The  building  had  stood  for  slightly  wore  than  a  decade  when  Father  Manley  stated  in  a 
report:  "The  attendance  at  Mass  ...  changes;  sometimes  I  have  a  crowd  (editor's  note:  a  "crowd"  was  probably  12  to  14), 
while  again  only  a  few  people  from  Spartantxjrg  going  to  the  mountains  for  the  day  ....  It  will  take  time  to  acquaint  the 
tourists  that  I  am  here. ' 

A  1928  chancery  report  by  Father  Mclnemey,  pastor  from  1924  to  1929,  listed  12  "regular  parishioners",  plus  another 
10  "floating  members".  He  stated,  "ThG  mission  has  not  increased  in  numbers  since  its  founding  17 years  ago."  Such  a 
small  parish  had  great  difficulty,  of  course,  attempting  to  do  anything  that  cost  money.  A  1914  annual  report  noted  that 
regular  offertory  collections  for  that  year  came  to  $93.30  -  with  special  collections  producing  another  $9.40.  The  report 
showedaparishmembershipof  10.  Later,  for  a  few  years,  a  small  rrwnthly  income  was  derived  from  renting  the  rectory. 

The  anival  of  retirees  from  northem  states  helped  boost  church  membership  significantly,  beginning  in  the  60's  - 
rising  even  more  sharply  through  the  70's  and  into  the  present.  During  the  short  pastorate  of  Msgr.  John  F.  Roueche,  for 
example,  the  number  climbed  from  about  80  when  he  came  here  in  1973  to  some  130  individuals  when  he  left  in  1975.  It 
reached  300  individuals  during  the  pastorate  of  Father  Guy  E.  Morse.  1 982-1 985. 


"We  had  a  net  gain  of  one  parishioner  a  year." 


At  left:  The  new  church  will  soon  be 
enclosed,  despite  wintery  weather 
and  a  recent  snowstorm  -  with  some 
of  the  snow  still  on  the  ground  In 
January,  1962.  Above:  Four  months 
later.  May  1962,  the  church  Is  roofed 
In.  This  Is  one  of  very  few  photos 
showing  both  the  new  church  and  the 
old  rectory. 

Try  on  remained  in  the  Raleigh 
Diocese  from  1944  until  it  was  assigned  to 
the  newly  established  Diocese  of 
Charlotte  in  1972.  The  first  diocese  here 
was  that  of  Baltimore,  1789  to  1820  (an 


"  The  old  church  had  nice  stained  -  glass  windows. " 


archdiocese  from  1808);  then  Charleston  Diocese, 
1820  to  1868;  the  Vicariate  Apostolic  of  North 
Carolina.  1868  to  1910,  and  the  Belmont  Abbey 
jurisdiction  from  1910  to  1944.  When  Tryon  was  in  the 
Charleston  Diocese,  there  were  not  only  extremely  few 
Catholics  in  this  region,  but  what  few  did  live  here  were 
very  widely  scattered.  In  1850,  for  example,  Catholics 
in  both  Carolinas  (which  made  up  the  Charleston 
Diocese)  numbered  less  than  5,000  -  served  by  a  total 
of  16  priests. 

The  Fire 

The  original  St.  John's  church  building  lasted  just 
short  of  48  years.  Its  end  came  suddenly.  In  the  early 
afternoon  of  Thursday,  June  25,  1959,  the  entire 
interior  collapsed  into  burning  embers.  The  fire  began 
a  little  after  1 1  a.m.  At  about  1 1 :30,  Father  Francis  J. 
McCourt,  pastor,  was  talking  on  the  rectory  telephone 
when  he  glanced  out  the  window  "and  saw  smoke 
pouring  through  the  roof  of  the  church."  Ironically,  only 
a  few  weeks  before,  the  biggest  fund  raising  effort 
since  the  oki  church  was  built  yielded  the  substantial 
sum  of  $2,000  -  for  a  new  roof. 

Several  neighbors  saw  the  snx>ke  at  about  the 
same  moment.  One  of  them  turned  in  the  fire  alarm  - 


The  present  church.  Its  seating  capacity  of  approx- 
imately 160  is  mora  than  twice  that  of  the  original 
church.  It  serves  the  same  large  area  -  all  of  Polk 
County. 


'We  knew  right  away  the  church  was  gone." 


and  "rt  was  well  he  did,  for  neither  Father 
McCourt  nor  H.S.  Viner,  who  lived  nearby,  was 
able  to  reach  the  fire  department  by 
telephone.  Finding  the  phone  lines  jammed, 
Father  McCourt  grabbed  a  fire  extinguisher 
and  ran  to  the  church.  Mr.  Viner  hooked  up  a 
garden  hose.  Arriving  in  about  1 0  minutes,  the 
fire  department  soon  brought  the  blaze  under 
control  -  preventing  It  from  spreading  to  the 
rectory  only  a  few  feet  away  or  to  the  homes 
along  the  street.  Also  helping  contain  the  fire 
was  the  considerable  dampness  of  the  area,  a 
result  of  recent  rains.  The  new,  fire-resistant 
roof  kept  most  of  the  flames  inside,  until  the 
beams  and  the  belltower  gave  way.  Except  for 
the  roof,  the  exterior  remained  almost  intact. 
But  the  building  was  finished.  "Practically  a 
total  loss,"  a  published  report  stated.  The  end 
had  come  exactly  one  day  after  the  festival  of  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist,  patron  saint  of  the  church. 

With  help  from  the  neighbors,  Father  McCourt  managed  to  salvage  a  few  items,  including  sacred  vessels  and 
vestments.  Only  about  $12,000  of  the  loss,  church  and  contents,  was  covered  by  insurance.  This  compared  with  an 
estimate  of  $35,000  to  $50,000  needed  to  rebuild. 

The  rectory  was  untouched,  but  what  remained  inside  the  church  itself  were  mostly  blackened  pews  and  the  twisted 
shingles  and  smashed  boards  of  the  collapsed  roof.  The  organ,  too  -  a  gift  from  Abbot  Haid  -  was  gone.  From  its  tower  over 
the  entrance,  the  bell  tore  loose  and  crashed  onto  the  front  steps.  It  lay  there  long  enough  for  a  newspaper 
photopgrapher  to  snap  a  picture  of  it,  then  disappeared.  Its  whereabouts  remain  unknown  to  this  day. 


Mrs.  Margaret  Foster,  left,  and  Mrs.  Pat  Flo!  -  bookkeeper  and 
secretary,    respectively,    handle  a  multitude  of    office  details. 


"Everyone  was  so  helpful  to  us  after  the  fire." 


Altar  Guild  members  at  the  1985  annual  bazaar,  from  left. 
Bottom   row:   Mrs.   Elaine   Cunningham,   Mrs.   Frances  Wilson, 
Mrs.   Joanna    Frank,   Mrs.   Edwina   Watson,   Mrs.   Edna  Cole. 
Second  from   bottom:   Mrs.  Anna   Pease,   Mrs.   Betty  Dorsch, 
Mrs.   Betty  Wilson,   Mrs.  Helen   Yeazel,   Mrs.   Muriel  Creagan, 
Miss   Marilyn   MIesel,   Mrs.   Debbie  Price. 
Third   row:   Mrs.   Agatha   Crawford,  Miss 
Edna   LaVecica,   Mrs.   Phyllis  Prout,  Mrs. 
Adelaide  Kenny,  Mrs.  Helen  Cullen.  Top 
row:   Mrs.   Margaret   Foster,  Mrs.  Clarise 
Foerster,   Mrs.   Jean   ValentI,   Mrs.  Helen 
MIesel,    Mrs.    Edwina    Helsig,    Mrs.  Kay 
Kennedy,   Mrs.   Mary   Hughes.  Missing 
from   picture:   Mrs.   Odessa   Galda,  Mrs. 
Clemme  Burton,  Mrs.   Pat  Thomas,  Mrs. 
Mary  Glading,   Mrs.   Marge  ValentI,  Mrs. 
Teresa    Leslie,    Mrs.    Dorothy  Dergance; 
also     Donald     Creagan     and  Raymond 
Williams,  who  assisted  at  the  luncheon. 


What  caused  the  fire?  A  story  in  the  Spartanburg,  S.C.,  Herald  on  June  26, 1959,  said  one  report  blamed  faulty  wiring 
in  the  organ  loft.  Despite  that,  no  specific  cause  was  officially  cited.  The  fire  was  found  to  be  "of  undeternvned  origin." 

immediately,  the  rectory  was  made  ready  for  Sunday  Mass,  although  at  least  two  Protestant  churches  offered  use  of 
their  facilities.  The  rectory  served  parishioners  this  way  the  following  Sunday  -  and  every  Sunday  after  that  for  the  next 
three  years.  An  altar  was  erected  in  the  sun  porch.  The  congregation  gathered  mostly  in  the  living  room  and  dining  room; 
sometimes  -  when  summer  visitors  came  -  in  the  hall  and  vestibule. 

Friendliness  expressed  by  the  community  when  St.  John's  was  established  so  long  before  was  extended  again  after 


"/  guess  we'll  never  know  what  happened  to  that  bell!" 


the  fire.  In  addition  to  offers  of 
temporary  places  for  Mass,  offers  of 
money,  materials  and  personal  help 
came  in  from  churches,  organizations 
and  individuals  throughout  Tryon. 
Ladies  of  Holy  Cross  Episcopal 
Church,  for  example,  spent  many 
hours  sewing  draperies  for  the  rectory. 
Burt  Hopkins,  also  of  Holy  Cross,  made 
use  of  his  home  workshop  to  fashion 
the  rectory  altar. 

The  New  Church 

Fund  raising  efforts  to  rekxjild 
were  begun  almost  immediately. 
Spurred  by  ladies  of  the  Altar  Guild,  parishioners  appealed  by  mail  to  relatives,  friends  and  friends-of-friends  all  over  the 
country.  Adding  to  donations  from  these  sources  was  a  $10,000  no-strings-attached  contribution  from  the  Catholic 
Extension  Society  -  the  largest  single  gift  towards  constmction  of  the  new  church.  The  Society  also  donated  $250  towards 
the  new  altar. 

Church  plans  were  drawn  by  Ernst  A.  Benkert,  architect,  fomnerly  of  Chicago  -  who  also  designed  the  Tryon  Fine  Arts 
Center.  Mr.  Benkert.  now  deceased,  addressed  every  aspect  of  the  church  design.  One  of  many  innovations  is  the  natural 
lighting  produced  on  the  altar  by  an  array  of  glass  panels  in  the  roof  directly  overhead.  Attached  to  the  wall  near  the  stairs  to 
the  choir  loft  is  a  plaque  in  memory  of  his  grand-daughter,  Ann  Kyle  Benkert,  who  died  in  infancy  on  January  4, 1962,  as 
the  new  church  was  under  construction.  The  chikJ  was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kyle  Benkert,  parishioners  of  St. 
John's  today. 

 "For  three  years  we  held  Sunday  mass  in  the  old  rectory." 


The  Parish  Council,  from  left:  Mrs.  Kay  Kennedy,  chairman;  Mrs. 
Polly  Voso,  Family  Life;  Bruce  Haslett,  Education;  William  Glading, 
Communications;  Urban  Foerster,  Liturgy;  Fr.  Gavlgan,  ex-offlcio; 
George  Dorsch,  Finance  and  Maintenance.  Missing  from  photo:  Robert 
Wolfe,  Family  Life;  Mrs.  Clemme  Burton,  Community  Life,  and  Mrs. 
Anna  Pease,  secretary. 


General  contractor  was  Charles 
A.  Lankford.  Local  labor  and  local 
building  materials  were  used  to 
maximum  extent  throughout 
construction,  which  began  with  a 
groundbreaking  ceremony  Sunday 
afternoon,  Sept.  24,  1961.  The 
baptismal  font,  altar,  altar  railing,  pews, 
and  all  cabinets  in  the  sacristy  were 
designed  by  Mr.  Benkert  and  crafted 
by  Leonard  Porter.  Retaining  walls 
around  the  church  were  laid  by  R.M. 
Searcy,  using  stones  from  the 
Pacolet  River.  Vollmer  Nurseries  did 
the  landscaping.  Total  cost  was 
approximately  $60,000.  The  debt  was 
retired  more  than  1 0  years  ago. 

Some  thought  was  given  to 
building  the   new  church  on  a 

different,  and  larger,  site.  However,  with  a  parish  membership  then  of  scarcely  55  individuals,  any  need  for  markedly 
expanded  facilities  -  even  a  larger  parking  k>t  -  seemed  a  long  way  off.  Moreover,  funds  were  lacking  -  as  was  diocesan 
(Raleigh)  support. 

The  okJ  rectory  soon  fell  into  disrepair  -  never  recovering  from  the  extraordinarily  heavy  use  it  had  received  in  the  three 
years,  1959-1962,  when  it  also  served  as  the  parish  church.  It  was  taken  down  in  1967,  when  the  present  rectory  was 
purchased.  Msgr.  Peter  McNemey,  1966-1968,  became  the  first  pastor  to  live  in  the  new  rectory.  He  had  been  quartered, 
for  a  few  months,  in  the  parish  hall  -  the  old  rectory  having  become  almost  uninhabitable. 


Senior  Religk>us  Education  class,  with  instructors.  From  ieft:  Amy 
IHolcomtM,  Paula  Lanning,  Stephen  Ruff,  instructors  Joseph  Porter, 
Bruce  Hasiett  and  Robert  Wolfe;  Tim  Lanning,  Adeie  Hasiett,  Penny 
Voso,  Juiie  Lanning.  Missing  from  photo:  Brian  Tanguay. 


"Some  of  US  wanted  to  put  the  church  on  a  bigger  site. " 


Dedication  of  the  new  ctiurch  took  place  on 
Thursday,  August  2,  1962.  Mass  was  celebrated 
by  Bishop  Vincent  S.  Waters,  D.D.,  of  Raleigh. 
Later  in  the  day  a  communion  supper  became  the 
first  planned  event  to  be  held  in  the  parish  hall. 
Hostess  was  Mrs.  John  H.  Duffy,  still  a  parishioner 
here.  Father  Kerin  was  host  to  area  visitors  who  got 
a  detailed  look  at  the  new  church  during  an  open 
house  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August  5.  It  was 
intended  at  that  time  to  add  a  new  inscription  to  the 
1911  cornerstone  -  citing  the  year  that 
constojction  of  the  present  church  began,  name 
of  the  church,  and  the  initials  "O.P.M."  ("Omnia  Per 
Mariam"  -  "All  Through  Mary"  -  the  motto  of  Bishop 
Waters).  The  contractor  advised  against  carving 
this  infonnation  on  the  cornerstone,  for  fear  the 
stone  might  crack.  An  engraving  upon  a  bronze 
plaque,  which  would  be  fastened  to  the 
cornerstone,  was  then  considered,  but  was  not 
done.  It  was  also  intended  that  three  bells  be  hung 
in  the  tower,  to  be  rung  "in  hamriony"  -  the 
belltower  having  been  designed  with  three  bells  in 
mind.  But  church  bells  were  expensive  -still  are  -  so 
the  project  was  deferred.  However,  as  part  of  the 
75th  Anniversary  observance,  a  bell  (a  single  bell) 
has  at  last  been  installed;  it  was  dedicated  on 


Junior  Religk>us  Education  class,  with  lnstructor8.Bottom 
row,  from  left:  Kelly  Corcoran,  Erin  Corcoran,  Gustaf 
DeRldder,  Amy  Fitzslmmons,  Mae  Wolfe,  Jennifer  Lannlng. 
Second  row:  Jenny  Blackwell,  Megan  Wallace,  Angela 
DeRldder,  Sara  Rtzslmmons,  Wesley  Wolfe,  Patrick  Simon. 
Instructors:  Mrs.  Winifred  Teal,  Mrs.  Marie  Haslett,  Mrs. 
Johanna  Tanguay,  Miss  Edna  LaVecka,  Mrs.  Martha  Moran. 
Instructors  missing  from  photo:  Mrs.  Ellzat>eth  Dobbyn,  Mrs. 
MItzie  Ruff.  Not  present:  Mtekey  Corcoran,  Cara  Pellate. 


"The  Catholic  Extension  Society  gave  us  $10,000  towards  the  new  church." 


The  Processional  Cross  -  Stations  of  the  Cross 

The  Processional  Cross  was  donated  to  SL  John's  In  1975  by  parishioners  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
E.J.  Bofferding  of  Campobello,  S.C.  The  bronze  cross  was  first  used  at  SL  Patrick's  Cathedral,  New 
York  City.  The  archbishop  of  New  York  presented  It  to  Sacred  Heart  Church,  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.Y.,  when 
that  church  was  established  about  70  years  ago.  The  Bofferdings,  formerly  of  Sacred  Heart,  had  the 
historic  cross  completely  refurbished  and  placed  Into  a  special  stand  when  they  presented  It  to  St 
John's. 


Stations  of  the  Cross  at  St.  John's  were 
created  by  Mrs.  Sylvia  Shaw  Judson  of 
Chicago  •  originally  for  Sacred  Heart 
Church,  Hubbard  Woods,  III.,  after  the 
interior  of  that  church  was  renovated  in 
1957.  Plaster  models  were  cast  in  bronze 
in  Florence,  Italy.  Mrs.  Judson  said  of  her 
work:  "I  tried  to  give  each  station  a 
concentrated  emotional  quality  which  could 
reach  many  people.  If  I  have  succeeded, 
and  if  these  stations  transmit  even  a  small 
part  of  what  they  have  meant  to  me  during 
the  last  two  years,  I  shall  be  happy."  She 
gave  the  plaster  models  of  the  stations  to 
St.  John's  in  memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Earle 
Ludgin  of  Sacred  Heart  Mrs.  Ernst 
Benkert,  wife  of  the  architect  who  designed 
St.  John's,  and  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Judson 
when  both  lived  In  Chicago,  played  a  key 
role  in  obtaining  the  stations  for  use  here. 


Sunday,  June  15. 

Sealed  inside  tlie  cornerstone:  Copies  of  the 
Tryon  Daily  Bulletin  for  Septennber  22  and  28, 
1961,  containing  stories  on  the  groundbreaking. 
Also  these  original  contents:  Portions  of  the 
Charlotte  Observer  and  the  Philadelphia  Catholic, 
both  for  August  4,  1911,  along  with  a  medal  of  St. 
Benedict. 

An  Active  Parish 


The  oldest  parish  organization  is  the  Altar  Guild. 
By  1946,  membership  had  grown  to  18  -  a 
substantial  number  for  a  parish  that  often  drew  few 
more  than  that  for  Sunday  Mass.  Upon  completion 
of  the  new  church  in  1962,  the  Guild  was 
reorganized  into  its  present  form,  with  Mrs.  Robert 
Shafer  as  president;  Mrs.  Duffy,  vice  president;  Mrs. 
Lester  P.  Huton,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  J.D.  Pinson, 
treasurer.  Officers  for  1986  are  Mrs.  Rita  Coppi, 
president;  Mrs.  Jean  Valenti,  vice  president;  Mrs. 
Vivian  Grames,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Helen  Andrews, 
treasurer. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  the  altar,  providing 
flowers,  conducting  frequent  "coffee  hours"  after 


Summer  Bible  School,  1985.  Preparing  a  "Prayer  Chain"  in 
the  Parish  Hall  are,  from  left:  Megan  Wallace,  Mickey 
Corcoran  (right  eye  visible),  assistant  George  Kimes, 
instructors  Sister  Mary  Ellen  Ford  and  Mrs.  Martha  Moran, 
assistant  Paula  Lanning,  Eric  Kimes,  Amy  Fitzsimmons. 
Other  instructors  in  the  one-week  program  were  Miss  Edna 
LaVecka  and  Mrs.  Vivian  Ford,  Sister  Mary  Ellen's  mother. 
The  program  of  scripture-study,  singing  and  craft  work 
concluded  with  a  hot  dog  roast  on  rectory  grounds. 


'We  built  with  local  labor  and  local  materials. " 


St  John's  Choir,  pictured  at  front  of  altar.  From 
left,  bottom  row:  Mrs.  Margaret  Foster,  Mrs. 
Teresa  Leslie.  Second  row:  organist  Bette  Dunne, 
Mrs.  Mary  Hebert,  Mrs.  Helen  Cullen,  choir  director 
Ms.  Marianne  Brown.  Top  row:  Mrs.  Caroline 
("Punch")  Phelps,  James  l^oster,  Huston  Brown, 
Fred  Wilson.  Missing  from  photo:  Isadore 
Langlols,  Mrs.  Thelma  ("Thel")  Weigie,  Mrs.  Emmie 
Lx>u  Nelson. 


Sjpnday  Mass  and  supervising  other  social  activities,  as  well  as 
operating  a  "telephone  communication  chain",  the  Guild 
sponsors  an  annual  bazaar.  Held  in  late  October,  the  bazaar 
typically  features  a  wide  variety  of  handcrafted  items  made  by 
Guild  members.  It  attracts  people  from  throughout  the  Tryon, 
Landrum  and  Columbus  areas,  and  proves  an  important 
source  of  revenue. 

A  Men's  Club  was  organized  in  1984,  the  first  meeting 
taking  place  on  Sept.  24  in  the  parish  hall.  John  J.  O'Connor 
was  elected  president;  Joseph  Hughes,  secretary,  and  John 
J.  Moran,  program  chairman.  The  club  was  dissolved  in 
November,  1985. 

The  Parish  Council 

The  Parish  Council  was  reorganized  and  expanded  In 
1982.  Beginning  with  Father  Morse,  and  continuing  under 
Father  G^vigan,  the  Council  has  brought  about  a 
reconditioning  of  church  grounds  -  including  major 
improvements  to  the  parking  lot  (the  upper  lot  was  formerly 
unpaved  and  without  steps  or  railing),  new  and  brighter 
lighting  for  the  church  interior,  a  new  roof,  an  upgrading  of 
kitchen  facilities  in  the  parish  hall,  and  refurbishing  of  the 
rectory.  Helping  make  these  improvements  possible  has 
been  a  four-fold  increase,  since  1982,  in  offertory 
contributions.  Community  outreach  programs  to  serve  the 
needy  include  the  establishment  of  a  "Food  Bank"  and  the 


"We  had  less  than  60  parishioners  when  the  new  church  was  dedicated  in  1962." 


Liturgical  Ministry 


OUR  EUCHARISTIC  MINISTERS, 
ALTAR  SERVERS,  READERS,  USHERS 

St  John's  expresses  Its  gratitude  to  the  40  men,  women 
and  young  men  who  give  so  freely  of  their  time  and  talent 
In  support  of  our  liturgical  ministry.  To  our  Eucharlstic 
Ministers:  George  Dorsch,  Mrs.  Mary  Glading,  Bruce 
Haslett,  Mrs.  Edwina  Helslg,  Alfred  LaRocque,  Miss  Terry 
Merrlman,  Frank  Norrls,  Joseph  Porter,  It/Irs.  Phyllis  Prout, 
Francis  (Taw")  Yeazel  (deceased),  Mrs.  Betty  Wilson.  To 
our  Altar  Servers:  Urban  Foerster,  Timothy  Lanning, 
Stephen  Ruff,  Gerald  Shannon,  Brian  Tanguay,  Robert 
Watson,  Wesley  Wolfe.  To  our  Readers:  A.  Tanner 
Banning,  Kyle  Benkert,  Mrs.  Edna  Cole,  Donald  Creagan, 
Mr.  Foerster,  Mr.  Haslett,  Mrs.  Mary  Herbert,  Garth 
Helslg,  James  Kenny,  Miss  Edna  LaVecka,  Miss  Merrlman, 
Philip  Voso,  Mrs.  Edwina  Watson,  Robert  Watson,  Charles 
Weigie,  Mrs.  Wilson,  Daniel  Woods,  Mr.  Yeazel.  To  our 
Ushers:  James  Burns,  Mr.  Creagan,  Paul  Cullen,  William 
Cunningham,  Mr.  Dorsch,  Albert  Everman,  Mr.  Foerster, 
John  Grames,  Mr.  Haslett,  Mr.  Kenny,  James  MIesel,  John 
Rogers,  Mr.  Shannon,  Rene  Tanguay,  Thomas  Teal,  Mr. 
Watson,  tJt.  Weigie,  Raymond  Wondra,  Mr.  Yeazel. 


"Nearly  every  parishioner  has 


for  service. " 


SAYING  GOODBYE:     bi  pholo  at  lefl,  R.  Guy  E.  Whtm,  15th  pastor  of  SL  Mn%  Is  falMl  at 
party,  Dec.  1,  1985,  by         Kay  Kennedy  and  Bruce  Ifcirfatt  of  the  Pwteh  Cound,    bi  right  pholo^  Fr.  Jamas 
J.  Noonan,  14th  pastor,  is  shown  at  Altar  Guild  bazaar  a  fewr  months  iiefdre  IMs  letkemsnt  from  the  adhre 
ministry  In  1982;  he  celebraied  his  last  Sunday  Mass  bars  on  JUly  4  of  that  year. 


cfistribution  of  dothing.  Parish  ministry  has  been  extefKfed  to  shutH'ns^  and  pastoral  viats  to  al  parisMoners  ate 
approximately  90  percent  complete. 

The  pastors  of  St.  John's  have  been  helping  advsmce  ecumenism  in  part  through  membership  in  the  Tryon  Ministerial 
Association.  One  result  of  these  efforts  in  1985  was  the  appearance  here  of  Father  Richard  J  A.  Murphy,  O.P.,  Biblcal 


Vur  food  bank  helps  many  in  need." 


scholar  -  and  one  of  the  translators  of  the  New  American 
Bible  -  who  presented  a  series  of  well-received  lectures 
at  the  Tryon  Presbyterian  Church. 

Religious  study  programs  at  St.  John's  have  been 
strengthened  under  the  leadership  of  Bruce  Haslett, 
education  chairman  on  the  Council,  working  with  both 
Father  Morse  and  Father  Gavigan.  The  programs 
currently  enroll  some  25  young  people.  For  adults,  the 
parish  offers  a  Catholic  inquiry  class,  and  a  class  in  Bible 
study. 

In  its  liturgical  ministry  the  parish  enjoys  the 
support  of  a  senior  choir,  three  organists,  seven  altar 
servers,  11  eucharistic  ministers,  18  readers  and  19 
ushers.  Nearly  every  member  of  the  parish  has 
registered  for  service  of  some  kind,  liturgical  or  other. 

As  1986  entered  its  second  quarter,  the  parish 
registry  listed  just  over  180  households,  representing  nnore  than  300  individuals  -  plus  approximately  35  "f bating 
members"  (as  Father  Mclnerney  might  have  put  it  60  years  ago).  The  outlook  is  for  a  continued  increase,  perhaps  at  an 
even  accelerated  rate.  St.  John's  is  a  growing  parish  -  growing  in  numbers,  pacing  rapid  expansion  of  the  Universal  Church 
in  North  Carolina  -  and  growing  in  commitment,  under  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


CHRONOLCXaY 

Dedicatton,  original  church  

.  .  .  .  .  1911 

First  rectory  completed  

 1923 

Parish  leaves  Jurisdiction 

of  Belmont  Abbey  and  is 

taken  into  Raleigh  Diocese  

 1944 

Ore  destroys  first  church  

 1959 

New  church  groundbreaking  

 1961 

New  (present)  church  dedicated  

 1962 

Present  rectory  purchased, 

old  rectory  taken  down  

 1967 

Parish  assigned  to  new 

Charlotte  Diocese  

 1972 

(Most  contemporary  material  in  this  history  is  current  through  the  first  quarter  of  1986.) 


"  We're  growing  faster  now  than  ever  before ! " 


Planning  for  the  75th  Anniversary 


Anniversary  planners  at 
an  early  meeting.  From  left: 
Mrs.  Edna  Cole,  Mrs.  Mary 
Hughes,  Mrs.  Helen  MIesel, 
Miss  Marilyn  Miesel,  James 
Miesel,  Fr.  Guy  E  Morse, 
Mrs.  Odessa  Galda,  general 
chairman  Miss  Terry 
Merriman,  Francis  (TawT) 
Yeazel  (deceased),  Donald 
Creagan,  Joseph  Porter, 
James  Kenny,  Mrs.  Kay 
Kennedy,  Bruce  Haslett, 
Mrs.  Polly  Voso,  Mrs. 
Martha  Moran.  Missing  from 
photo:  Mrs.  Helen  Andrews, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Foster, 
Miss  Rose  Lotz,  Philip 
Voso,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Watson. 


The  Committee  developed  plans  for  the  following:  Presentation  of 
a  Community  Concert  featuring  the  National  Boychoir  of  America.  The 
March  13  sellout  performance  at  Tryon  Rne  Arts  Center  followed  the  choir's 
participation  In  an  ecumenical  service  March  11  at  Holy  Cross  Episcopal 
Church,  and  performances  at  local  schools.  Spiritual  Programs:  13  hours' 
Adoration  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  Ascension  Thursday,  May  8,  and  a 
Parish  Mission  early  in  Decemt)er.  Publication  In  the  Parish  Bulletin  of 
Historical  hems  ("Times  Remembered")  concerning  SL  John's  and  the 
Church  in  the  South.  Installation  of  a  Bell  in  the  church  tower  -  donated  by 
the  Senior  Youth  Group;  by  Father  Guy  E  Morse  in  memory  of  his  late  wife, 

Anne  S.;  and  by  Mrs.  Odessa  Gaida,  in  memory  of  her  late  husband,  Franic  A  Parish  Picnic,  Septeml>er 
6th.  Rededlcatlon  of  the  church,  and  a  culminating  parish  banquet  in  Octot)er.  Publication  of  this  history 

Planning  originated  with  Father  Morse,  who  saw  the  observances  as  an  opportunity  to  advance  parish 
unity  and  fellowship,  and  to  extend  our  Christian  outreach  to  others.  "It  is  a  joy  to  congratulate  St  John's," 
he  stated  in  an  anniversary  message.  "The  many  parishioners  invoh/ed  in  the  Sheltered  Workshop, 
Discovery  Place,  the  Fine  Arts  Center  ...  numerous  civic  organizations  -  and,  of  course,  the  establishment 
of  the  'Food  Banl('  -  speak  well  of  SL  John's  commitment  to  the  total  community.  May  you  continue  to  fulfill 
His  command  to  'k>ve  one  another  as  I  have  k>ved  you'  God  bless  each  of  you  now  and  ahways." 


Mrs.  Mary  Glading  Is  surrounded  by  some  o!  the  hundreds  of 
pounds,  and  thousands  of  Items,  of  clothing  donated  by  parishioners 
as  part  of  St.  John's  community  outreach,  which  also  Includes  a 
food  bank.  At  right,  James  Foster  makes  use  of  his  home  workshop 
to  assemble  creches  he  designed  for  sale  at  the  annual  parish 
bazaar. 


Snapshots  From 
Around  the  Parish 


Planting  flowers  on  the  church  grounds  are  (from  left)  parishioners  James  MIesel,  Raymond  Williams, 
Helen  Miesel  and  Marilyn  Miesel.  Nearly  all  the  planting  at  both  the  church  and  the  rectory  are  the  result  of 
their  hard  work.  At  right,  a  "work  bee"  early  in  the  pastorate  of  Father  Guy  Morse  brought  out  a  number  of 
parishioners  who  trimmed  bushes  and  trees,  removed  brush,  raked  leaves,  cleaned  roof  gutters  and  scraped 
ivy  from  the  church  walls  (ivy  stains,  visible  here,  later  had  to  be  removed  by  sandblasting). 
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